Thrombus removal with a temporary vena caval filter in patients with acute proximal deep vein thrombosis.
Between September 1999 and January 2001 we performed thrombus removal with the use of a temporary vena caval filter in 11 patients who had acute iliofemoral venous thrombosis. To facilitate thrombus removal, 5 patients initially received catheter-directed thrombolytic therapy (thrombolysis group), and the other 6 received surgical thrombectomy (thrombectomy group). Residual thrombus was confirmed after initial catheter-directed thrombolysis in all patients in the thrombolysis group, and thrombolysis was continued in the ward. Bleeding complications subsequently occurred in 2 patients. In the thrombectomy group, 1 patient had residual thrombus just below the temporary filter, and a permanent vena caval filter was deployed for removal. Another patient had a residual thrombus in the superficial femoral vein, and rethrombectomy was performed. One patient in the thrombectomy group died of pneumonia. All other patients were discharged. There were no deaths from pulmonary thromboembolism in this series. Post-thrombotic syndrome occurred in 2 of the 5 patients in the thrombolysis group (40%) and in 3 of the 6 patients (50%) in the thrombectomy group. We conclude that a temporary vena caval filter is useful for the management of acute proximal deep vein thrombosis, especially when aggressive treatment is required.